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“I imagine Lent for you and for me as a great 
departure from the greedy, anxious anti-

neighborliness of our economy, a great departure 
from our exclusionary politics that fears the  
other, a great departure from self-indulgent 

consumerism that devours creation. And then an 
arrival in a new neighborhood, because it is a  

gift to be simple, it is a gift to be free; it is a gift  
to come down where we ought to be.”  

― Walter Brueggemann, A Way Other Than Our 
Own: Devotions for Lent 

 
“One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” 
            ~Matt 4:4 

 

Ever hear that expression, ‘Let go, and let God’? Honestly, I cringe a little when I hear those 
words. Mostly it’s because I’ve heard this saying a lot over the years as a supposed cure-all for 
whatever may worry us. It is one of the Christian clichés I hesitate to use for the simple fact that its 
familiarity can be conflated with triteness, and thus irrelevance.   

But, like a lot of clichés, there is value behind this advice. I think it is particularly pertinent for us 
as we journey through Lent this year. The Spiritual Disciplines traditionally associated with Lent 
include fasting, prayer, and giving of alms (charity). I would posit that these practices teach us 
principally how to let go: When we fast, we let go of our culture’s preoccupation with immediate 
gratification and we resist the illusion that our material needs truly satisfy; in prayer, we let go of 
desperate attempts at self-sufficiency; in the giving of alms, we let go of our self-preoccupation 
and the impulses that lead to anti-neighbourliness. 

...continued 
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When Jesus is tempted in the wilderness, Matthew makes sure we notice that he has first fasted for 
forty days and is thus ‘famished.’ We are meant to see Jesus as weak and particularly vulnerable to 
the temptations of the devil. While this is indisputably true, I also wonder if Jesus’ fast, rather than 
making the temptations more appealing, actually better prepared him to face temptation? Jesus has 
already learned how to do without bread, he’d been doing so for forty days, trusting in providential 
provision. Should it surprise us then that Jesus rebuffs the devil’s suggestion that he turn stones to 
bread? Fasting taught him about his vulnerability and place in God’s plans and how to say ‘no’ 
when one’s natural drives want to take over. Is it any wonder that he ably resists the devil’s 
suggestions to make a display of his power and take a place of authority and privilege in the world? 
Spiritual disciplines like fasting, associated with Lent, teach us to say ‘no’ to self and ‘yes’ to 
God’s surprising and faith-testing ways.   

One of my favourite authors, Walter Brueggemann, said this: “Lent is seeing how to take steps into 
God’s future so that we are no longer defined by what is past and no longer distracted by what we 
have treasured or feared about the present. Lent is for embracing the baby given to old people; 
resurrection to new life in Easter; and the offer of a new world made by God from nothing.”     
(Brueggemann, A Way other than Our Own: Devotions for Lent) 

This Lent, perhaps we need to let go of some things? Do we need to let go of the past and our 
expectations based on past successes? This could be helpful for our new staff beginning their 
ministries with us, unencumbered by comparisons to predecessors. Perhaps we need to let go of 
personal preferences, believing we know what’s best for our lives, our families, and our church? 
Maybe we need to let go of our anxieties, and with them, our desire to be in control? Maybe we 
need to let go of whatever is driving us to incessant busyness, a busyness that causes us to neglect 
our spiritual selves and the meeting together as the People of God? 

Throughout this holy season, let us embrace spiritual disciplines that train us to ‘let go’ of those 
things that may easily ensnare us, including our sinful attitudes and actions, that we may, with 
patience, run the race that is set before us. (Heb 12:1) 

Thanks be to God! 
 
~Rev. Stephen 

From the Rector (continued) 

Matt’s Media: Our New Look 
Welcome to the fresh, new look of Matt’s Media. Designed to be clean, clear, and easy-to-read, it 
retains all the great news, commentary, and helpful information you’ve come to expect. We hope 
you enjoy the new format. Happy reading! 



Lent / Easter 2020  3 

 

Recently you may have learned about St. Matthew's new staff members. Yes, your Warden 
Clergy team has been kept busy with multiple interviews and meetings to fill these positions. 
However, we are indeed pleased with the results of this work. While sadly in January we had to 
bid farewell to Thomas Gonder, our Organist and Music Director, we are pleased to welcome 
Tyler Versluis as our new Organist and Music Director. We are also delighted to welcome Laurie 
Bodley as Communications Coordinator, Kimberly Butler as Director of Youth Ministry, and Jeff 
Bonner as Family Ministry Associate. 

We are grateful to Sandra Wilson and the Chancel Guild for initiating and overseeing the creation 
of two new banners for the Chancel with the theme of 'All Seasons.'  Many parishioners are 
involved in this work and we look forward to its completion in the Spring. 

Repairs to our facilities, due to the age of both the church and rectory, are ongoing and will 
continue to be a priority in the coming year. This year our Lenten Loonie-Toonie gifts will be 
directed to assisting in paying for the repairs. 

Our new sign has now been installed. Many thanks to Marguerite Locke for spear-heading this 
project and thanks to you all, the parish, for providing the necessary funds for the project. 

We trust that Lent will be a fruitful time of reflection for you, leading to a Joyful Easter Season! 

Karen Lee, Stuart Watt, Shantelle Hampton and Lianne Thompson, your Warden Team 

Warden’s Report 

Since our last report, we have addressed repairs in one of the washrooms, identified and repaired 
some minor issues with lighting and door locks, and had a full facility audit completed. 

We have now installed a new and secure ADA-compliant vanity in the washroom at the bottom 
of the elevator to replace the wall-mounted sink that came off the wall. There are minor cosmetic 
repairs to be performed in the coming weeks. If anyone would be willing to paint the room, 
please contact Stuart Watt or Karen Lee. 

A number of light bulbs at the peak of the church and on the gym stage will need to be replaced.  
An electrical contractor will take care of these and some other minor items in the near future. 

There was also a need to revamp a number of door closers and lock sets and to replace the 
weather stripping on the exterior doors. A few of the door sets at the rectory needed replacing as 
well. We are now 100% compliant with fire code regulations and all locks are working properly. 

We have been experiencing some minor leaks above the Narthex. A roofing company has been 
contacted and the repairs should proceed when weather permits. Once these repairs are complete 
we can begin to do the interior repairs of the ceiling surfaces affected. 

As per diocesan policy, we were required to perform a full facility audit in 2019. We engaged 
the firm Carson Dunlop who has many years of experience dealing with diocese. 

We continue to work to improve the facility as much as possible. Feedback and volunteers are 
always welcome and appreciated.  

Property Report         Ted Hampton & Al Thompson 
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As a lifelong member of St. Matthew’s, there are many ministries and activities inside and 
outside our walls that I feel passionate about. Not to mention how I feel my faith is supported 
here and how much I love our community. But years (and years!) ago, I feel I found that place 
where I am most called to serve God: to teach or lead various children’s ministries, helping to 
shine Jesus’ light for our youngest. 

Forty years ago I began teaching Sunday School under the leadership of the amazing Bruce 
Gleeson, and with few breaks or sabbaticals through the ensuing years, I continued to teach 
children at St. Matthew’s, develop programs for them, or coordinate children’s programs and 
events, serving on Advisory Board and Worship Committee in that capacity. That was my 
constant ministry through the university years, early career, and then into the time of building my 
family. Such joy – after my baby girls came home from China and were welcomed with open 
arms by the wonderful people of this parish – to have them join Club Matt and also learn the 
stories of Jesus and God’s love. To this day, my daughters consider St. Matthew’s home, where 
they are always loved and accepted.  More years of teaching and coordinating followed as my 
children grew, and as my career moved into the field of quality and organizational excellence.  

A few years ago, work became extremely stressful and complicated and I passed the torch on 
Club Matt involvement as I took a more significant break from children’s ministry. But loving 
the storytelling and seeing the children’s eyes light up when they saw Jesus, I accepted Stephen’s 
invitation to return to children’s ministry in another form: taking a turn with the children’s gospel 
talk during the 9:30 service. I loved it and was happy to make that a part of my faith journey. 

How does this all lead to today, you wonder? Well, regularly over all the years, our spiritual 
leaders or someone on the nomination committee would come and ask if I would take a turn as 
deputy warden. The horror! Business dealings and finance and administration and keys and 
organization and budgets, is what I thought. So the answer was always no. Every five years or so 
it seemed – always no. Emphatically no. 

But the Reverend Stephen just has a way about him. He didn’t give up and somehow, some way 
(yes, I hear you, God!) here I am as the Deputy Rector’s Warden. I am still NOT passionate about 
budget and finances, but I do love serving God in a new way. So with my background in children 
and youth ministry, I am enthusiastic about being a part of the Warden Team over the next while, 
as we work together with Stephen and Merv and all of you to grow the church. To shine our light 
for Jesus.   

Meet Lianne, the Reluctant – but Enthusiastic – Deputy Warden 

2020 Lenten Loonie Toonie Jars Campaign         The Wardens 
Beginning Ash Wednesday, February 26, we will be kicking off our Loonie Toonie Jar Drive. 
Donated funds will be used to offset much needed repairs to both the Church facility and the 
Rectory. Jars can be picked up in the Narthex. Please return your jar on Easter Sunday, April 12. 
Thanks for participating in this year's campaign. 



Lent / Easter 2020  5 

 

What’s Happening 

FRI 
 MAR 6 

SAT 
MAR 7 

WED 
MAR 18 

  FRI 
 APR 10 

World Day of Prayer, 1:30 p.m. 
St. Matthew’s has the privilege of hosting World Day of Prayer 
this year. We need volunteers to assist with this event. For 
further information, please contact Cathy Cross at  
905-602-4958 or Bertha Anstey at 905-270-7086.  

Men’s Breakfast: Saturdays March 7, April 4, May 2 
We meet at 8:00 a.m. for breakfast at Montreal Deli, 2055 
Dundas Street East in Mississauga. We meet year-round on the 
first Saturday morning of the month. If the Saturday is part of a 
holiday weekend where the holiday is on Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday, or Monday then we meet for breakfast on the following 
weekend. For more information, contact Colin Hall: 
colinhall1999@gmail.com or 416-234-1376. 

Winter Retreat Day: York Credit Valley Youth 
Get together with youth from the York-Credit Valley area for 
winter fun and worship. There will be games, snow tubing 
with Bishop Jenny, food, and time spent exploring our 
identity in Christ. Cost: $20 (cash at the door only). St. Joseph 
of Nazareth Church, 290 Balmoral Drive, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
conta.cc/36WKYSV. 

Wednesdays in Lent:  March 18, 25, April 1 
Each evening will include dinner at 6:30, followed by a talk on 
the evening’s topic and small group discussion. Week 1: “Is 
Jesus God?” (Rev. Stephen). Week 2: “Why does God allow 
suffering?” (Rev. Merv). Week 3: “Why be an Anglican?”  
(Jeff & Kimberly) 

 
Messy Church! St. Matt’s gym, 4:00—6:00 p.m. 
Next dates April 25 and May 30. 

 
 

 
 

Maundy Thursday Service 
7:30 p.m. 

 

 
Good Friday Service 
11:00 a.m. 

THURS 
APR 9 

SAT 
MAR 7 

SAT 
MAR 28 
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Tyler Versluis is excited to start as Organist and Music Director 
at Saint Matthew's, enhancing and nurturing our worship 
services through music, either in traditional or contemporary 
style. He has worked in church music for more than a decade, 
including most recently at St. Matthias’ Anglican Church 
(Etobicoke) and brings a diverse range of skills to the job. In 
addition to his ministry in church music, Tyler is an 
internationally performed composer.  

Originally from St. Catharines, Tyler has lived in Toronto since 2012, where he recently 
completed a Doctor of Musical Arts in Music Composition at the University of Toronto.  

Tyler lives on the edge of downtown Toronto with his wife Erika, his son Theodor (Theo) and his 
daughter Wilhelmina (Willa). They are waiting patiently for the arrival of baby number three in 
April.  

Tyler officially started with us on Ash Wednesday, with March 1 being his first Sunday at  
St. Matthew’s.  Let us welcome him, Erika, and their little ones in the spirit of genuine St. Matt’s 
hospitality! 

Introducing Tyler Versluis, Organist and Music Director 

Hello, everyone! I think I know most of you but I'm really 
looking forward to getting to know everyone a lot better-- 
youth, youth family and friends, my brothers and sisters serving 
at St. Matthew's and those looking to get involved. I can't 
remember the last time I was so excited about starting a new 
chapter, but God has put so much love in my heart for our 
youth: walking beside you all as you work out faith and your 
place in the church family, all while discovering the amazing 
person God created you to be as you grow. And everyone 
around you? The rest of our church is excited to connect more 
with you and I can't wait to see that happen. St. Matt's Youth 
has Adventures ahead!!! I have such a conviction that God has big plans for us. 

If you don't know me, I have been at St. Matthew's for two years, after lots of wonderful time in 
different denominations over the years. A hunger for tradition, sacrament, and a stronger 
connection to the global church brought me here, and then the warmth and love and family-
friendliness we were blessed with at St. Matthew's has made this home for me and my two boys, 
Nathan (14) and Elliot (12). It's been great to grow here through Club Matt, starting Intercessory 
Prayer at the 11 o'clock service, Out of the Cold breakfasts, Vestries, Messy Churches and the 
amazing Confirmation service this past June. Like many of our folks, I work in education, as a 
grade one French Immersion teacher. I recently started running again, have a big book-reading 
project on the go and am finishing up a year and a half of teaching painting classes. 

Please reach out to me on a Sunday morning or at kimberlymbutler@gmail.com anytime with 
questions, ideas or to set up a chat over coffee! 

Meet Kimberly Butler, our New Youth Leader 
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Jeff Bonner, after a career in real estate since 2005, is 
currently enrolled part-time in the Masters of Divinity 
(M.Div) program at Trinity College, University of Toronto. 
He comes to us with a passion for sharing the gospel and 
inspiring families to grow in their love for Christ, for one 
another, and for the world. He is also a life-professed 
Anglican Franciscan with the Third Order of the Society of  
St. Francis (TSSF).  

Jeff and his wife E.J. have two children, Lily (13) and Coltrane (7). He started his duties at  
St. Matthew’s on February 9. 

Introducing Jeff Bonner, Family Ministry Associate 

Laurie Bodley, Communications Coordinator 
Hello. Thank you for such a warm welcome as I start this new position. Kathie 
Oakden thought you might like to know a bit more about me. So here goes. 

My background: 

Since 2002, I’ve been a freelance writer and editor—first for the Chronicle Herald 
in Halifax, where I lived for five years, then for corporate and not-for-profit 
organizations when I moved back to Toronto in 2007. (My website is 
bodleylanguage.com, if you’d like to know more.) Before life as a writer/editor, I 
worked in marketing as an advertising exec for clients like Procter and Gamble (Bounce, Cascade, 
Coast soap, Ivory Liquid), The Toronto Star, Rogers, and Women’s Television Network, and in 
fundraising for the Canadian Opera Company. Recently, I spent eight years in India. 

I have a large extended family and nine nieces and nephews that I’m very close with. I like to get 
outside as much as possible and used to play rugby and hockey. Cooking is also a favourite 
pastime. 

My connection to St. Matthews: 

Throughout my high school years, I sang in St. Matthew’s choir and am still grateful for the love 
and support I received from so many people at this wonderful church. It’s always nice to see my 
former choir buddies, Bea Wright and Nesta Burgess, when I visit St. Matthew’s, and I have fond 
memories of Colin and Lucille Nusum, Jane and Herman Musson, Mary Rimmer, Eva Suggitt, 
Grace Wilson, Ursula Belyea, and Lillian and Paul Cleal. They all welcomed and included me with 
utmost kindness. I’m also extremely grateful to Florence, Allan, Lianne, Kim, Bryanna, and 
Cassidy Thompson, who have loved me like one of the family for a very long time. 

I’m excited to be helping out at St. Matthew’s as your communications coordinator and keeping 
the family connection to this lovely church community as a third generation of the Webb family. 
My great aunt, Helen Ramsey, brought me to choir practices, Sunday services, and many other 
church and musical events, and we were very close. Her daughter, my beloved second cousin, 
Peggy Shaw, was also a close friend. 

Thank you for so many treasured memories and gifts, St. Matthew’s, and for the opportunity to pay 
it forward now. 
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One of the things I’ve often heard in my travels around Anglican churches during Lent is the 
declaration that someone is going to give something up for Lent. The something can vary from 
chocolate to French fries or to television programs; you fill in your idea of abstinence. I can 
imagine that giving up something for Lent could be helpful – well, maybe not giving up French 
fries!! – if it makes you think about your lifestyle, or perhaps your weight issues. I want to 
suggest a quite different approach in this season of preparation. Instead of abstaining from 
something, why not take on a new faith discipline? Perhaps it’s time to try gathering with others 
to study Jesus’ teaching or other Biblical stories. Perhaps it’s a more personal endeavor such as 
choosing a daily reading or a book that helps you with your faith journey. There are many 
resources for you to consider and the internet alone is full of them. We also provide Daily Bread 
readings at the church if you want to start your day by being thoughtful about your beliefs. 

One caution I would offer you is that you may find that your new “discipline” is so helpful that 
you want to continue it after Lent. In the late 1970’s, Dawn and I were members of Little Trinity 
Church and decided together to try out one of the several Lenten study groups that were formed 
for that season. It was such a rich and helpful experience that we decided to stay together as a 
group and to continue to explore our faith lives together. I would say that nothing influenced my 
life as much as that group did. It was there that the gospel really came alive for me; it was within 
that group that I began to develop leadership skills, eventually branching out into leadership in 
the larger congregation with the support of my study group. We met regularly after that Lent and 
– now I don’t want to scare you – for many years together after that. We learned to share 
resources together, to support each other through good times and bad, and we saw our children 
grow and even singles in our group get married! I can truly say that my experience of that Lenten 
group became the most formative element in my personal faith journey, and the major reason 
why I entered ministry in my forties. 

I hasten to say that none of my story is meant to be your story and so you shouldn’t get 
overwhelmed by it. But I do know that God has wonderful gifts for each of us if we’re open to 
listening to God’s guidance. And, for me, it all started in Lent! So why don’t you take something 
on for Lent rather than giving something up. 

Merv+ 

Lent 2020                   Merv Mercer 

HodgePodge                    

The Flower Chart for 2020 is now in the Narthex.  Select your special date now! 

Daily Bread devotionals are available on the round table in the Narthex. These are helpful 
for  people who want to read a scripture verse and then read the commentary each day. 
Free! 

Referrals Requested. Lawyers, Dentists, Medical Professionals, Tradespeople, Personal 
Trainers, Yoga Instructors, Music Teachers, Dance Instructors, Entrepreneurs... 

If you know of any individuals/businesses that might advertise in Matt's Media and on our 
website, please give their contact information to Marguerite Locke mdlocke@hotmail.com. 
Marguerite will reach out to them.  Thank you. 

mailto:mdlocke@hotmail.com
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No, not new, but “renovated” Bible Study groups! 

There has been discussion recently about settling more people into small groups at St. Matthew’s; 
up to now these have been called Bible Study groups. A major impact for people in these groups 
is that they find their faith stretched and growing. (You may have heard words to that effect from 
Susan Hurn as she walked her final journey with us.) As a result we have looked for a name that 
may feel less intimidating – no Biblical scholars required – and better reflects the fact that we aim 
for the application of sermons, the Biblical text, and Christian writers to our life and daily 
practice of faith.  

So, now, ‘small groups’ at Saint Matthew’s are called Growing in Faith Together groups. You 
may hear some people call them GIFT groups and they are a GIFT if you are thinking about how 
to make your faith more connected to your daily life. 

New members are being added to current groups in the approach to Lent. During Lent, small 
group discussions will be part of the Lenten Study program on Wednesday evenings. People who 
want to continue in a group after Lent will be formed into groups that suit their needs.  Please 
contact the Office, Stephen Blackmore or Dawn Mercer.  

GIFT Groups – Growing in Faith Together         Merv Mercer 

The Chancel Guild is making new “All Season” banners to hang at the front of the church, and 
we need your help. One large banner will be created by Sandra Wilson, and the other will 
comprise twelve 15” by 15” squares to show the four different seasons of the year. A sample is 
set out in the picture below, but alternate subject suggestions for a square are welcomed. The 
background is powder blue, and we invite parishioners of all ages to participate. Sandra will 
supply a blue square and backing.  Other materials will be available to assist in your design. 

Some different materials needed are: Cotton fabric, plain or patterned; Felt; Tiny brown/beige 
buttons; Fabric paint; Red feathers; and Embroidery thread 

This will be a mixed media effort, so quilters, artists on fabric, and embroiderers are encouraged 
to participate. So far, Sandra has begun a winter scene, Diana will work on the pumpkin, Mary 
will tackle the cross (likely with an assistant), and Dawn will work with Club Matt on the 
Nativity scene. Once all the squares are completed, Sandra will sew them together. This will be a 
time-consuming but very worthwhile effort. We (Sandra or Mary) look forward to hearing from 
you in the near future as we take on this interesting and inspiring endeavour. 

 

 

Chancel Banners Project       Mary Gleeson, Sandra Wilson 

Banner 

(back) 

Banner 

(front) 

Square Sample: 
Winter Scene 
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Participants in the Family of God contribute to the journey of faith of others.  Mine has been 
enhanced by three women whom we have recently lost at St. Matthew’s Church. 

One of them was Jean Good.  She was a strong, forthright person who shared her whole life 
experiences with friends, family, and acquaintances. Her strength and character could be amusing 
because I knew she would share all her thoughts even when there wasn’t time to accommodate 
her. A visit could become a three-hour marathon when only two hours were available! Her strong 
faith and her steadfastness in helping the parish and its members were always evident. She 
showed her help and support to family and friends with enthusiasm and sheer joy. Sometimes we 
can lose sight of what Joy is in loving our Father.  Through her long life she was consistent in 
attending church every Sunday. We can all learn from Jean’s life. 

I had long experience sharing Bible Study with Kathy Hartwell. Our group shared Scripture 
which enhanced our lives, with books such as Devotional Classics, John for Everyone - Parts 1 
and 2 and most recently, The Parables of Jesus. When Kathy’s illness interfered with our Study 
we resumed as soon as possible because we knew it was important to share with each other. We 
trusted each other with our lives’ challenges—losing a spouse; a diagnosis of cancer; worries 
about our families and close friends, during which Kathy had such faith. She expressed 
appreciation to those who cared for her during illness, in her condo, at Beechwood Retirement 
Home, and in palliative care. I was so glad to see the pleasure in her face during our study in her 
unit. Kathy was a quiet person, so I was amazed at her funeral by how many people had been 
drawn to her through her many activities with her husband, Doug, and elsewhere. It showed me 
that we don’t always know the whole person until we hear of their interactions with others. Quiet 
people, like Kathy, have their own strength. She added so much to our discussions of faith. I 
never noticed fear during her dark times of illness. It was evident that she had Trust and Hope in 
what the Bible shows us about all of God’s people. 

Susan Hurn was a young woman who, over her years at St. Matthew’s, showed special gifts of 
reaching out to others. Her outgoing personality drew young people to her and you could tell she 
enjoyed them. She and her two sisters showed love, faith, and support for each other. They 
opened their home to all generations of our parish family on many occasions – Alpha, dinners, 
Bible Study, and Church Picnics. Ten years ago, I enjoyed our trip to Oberammergau with Susan, 
her sisters, and others from St. Matthew’s. My memories were of fun, laughter, good food, and 
the heartbreak of the Passion Play. The parish rejoiced when Susan’s cancer diagnosis went into 
remission allowing her to travel the world and visit friends. When her cancer returned, Susan was 
frank and honest, showing courage, faith, and hope. Her sisters, family, friends, and parishioners 
were strong support. Through steadiness and lack of fear she showed the good person she really 
was!  My memory is of her reverence in accepting the Bread and Wine at the Eucharist during 
my times as Lay Administrator. 

Each of these women had the Light and Love of Christ in their hearts and souls. We rejoice that 
they were wonderful companions on our Walk of Faith. “Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  (I Thess. 5:16-18)  

Remembering Three Women of St. Matthew’s       Florence Thompson 
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Messy Church            Dawn Mercer 
When I Go to Sleep God is With Me (Prayer Shawls for our Children) 

At January’s Messy Church, many activities helped children think about how God is with them 
through the night to help them feel less anxious and worried. At the children’s request, this was a 
Pajama Messy Church. Many children chose to make a night-time prayer cross by writing a 
prayer of their choice on a foam cross. The cross was soft enough to sleep with easily. Other 
activities focused on God giving light as a source of comfort. They included making a candle 
from crayons or a lantern with an LED light. 

In family groups, children made prayer bracelets or chains by taking coloured beads which they 
felt represented things they wanted to remember to pray for and then placing them on a shoelace 
cord. The things children included on their prayer bracelets were truly amazing. 

As they went up to the worship time, each child selected a prayer shawl to remind them of God’s 
love for them. You can see in the pictures how treasured these special gifts from their St. 
Matthew’s family are to them. One child was heard to say, “I want that one. It reminds me of 
Jesus.” In the worship time that followed, most kids sat wrapped in their prayer shawl. Worship 
time included a Blessing of “Stuffies.” 

If you want to see for yourself the effect of Messy Church on our children and their friends and 
neighbours, please join us when you have a chance. We’d love to have you come and watch, and 
if you want to get involved, we can always find something for you to do. 
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World Day of Prayer: March 6             
St. Matthew’s has the pleasure of hosting this year’s World Day of Prayer on Friday, March 6 at 
1:30 p.m. The theme is “Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk” (John 5: 2-9). 

Participating Churches in our area are Islington United, Islington Baptist, St. Gregory’s Roman 
Catholic, St. James United, St. Matthew’s, St. Philip’s Lutheran, Martin Grove Baptist, and 
Church of South India. 

We are looking for volunteers to assist with this event, i.e. greeters, desserts (cookies/squares) and 
servers for tea, coffee & punch. For further information, please contact coordinators Cathy Cross 
at 905-602-4958 or Bertha Anstey at 905-270-7086. 

This year’s service was written by The World Day of Prayer Committee of Zimbabwe. The 
country is located in the heart of southern Africa and shares borders with Zambia to the northwest, 
Botswana to the southwest, South Africa to the south and Mozambique to the east. Zimbabwe 
means house of stone. 

The Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada (WICC) is home of the World Day of Prayer in 
Canada. WICC is a national ecumenical organization with a mission to empower Christians to 
pursue justice, peace and reconciliation by standing together in prayer and action. They fulfill their 
mission through World Day of Prayer Services and grant programs, the Fellowship of the Least 
Coin and online resource Restore: Ending Violence Against Women, wicc.org/restore. 

Too soon, too soon 
Has she been taken from us; 
Yet in our hearts, she lingers: 
In the warmth of her smile, 

In the hint of mischief in her eyes, 
In her love of music, 

In her determination to lead life to the full, 
In her courage in adversity, 

In the confidence of her faith, 
In these and so much more, 

She will forever be 
Our Susan. 

For Susan, A Poem by Bruce Gleeson, December 2019             
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Do you have a ministry—something that you volunteer to do in service to God? Finding a place 
where you can be an active disciple for Christ can add a wonderful dimension to your Christian 
journey. It often brings satisfaction in unexpected ways as you give of yourself to help others.  
Discovering your calling takes prayer and a look at where you are best suited.   

For me, pastoral care has helped me to gain personal strength from my Faith. I have grown so 
much as I have walked this path for many years making these visits. Parishioners have given me 
the opportunity to reach out in many ways that I probably wouldn’t have had if I hadn’t put 
myself in this place. The love that surrounds these visits with parishioners is amazing.  I have felt 
that God was present in so many circumstances. When I first began, I was nervous and it took 
time to feel comfortable in the setting where my visit took place but with learning to pray first 
and then to trust that God was present throughout the visit, it all began to fall into place and to 
feel okay.   

I am praying that as some of you read this, you will feel called to this ministry. St. Matthew’s 
needs to grow this ministry now as many of us who volunteer are “not as young as we used to 
be.” I have been visiting for 26 years and as the co-ordinator of the team. I know in my heart this 
has been where God has called me to serve at St. Matthew’s. I have so much to be thankful for 
and I thank the priests of St. Matthew’s through all these years for their confidence in me. Last 
November, I resigned as the co-ordinator of the team, but I will continue to visit as long as I am 
able. 

If this has triggered something in you, please take time to speak to Rev. Stephen or Rev. Merv or 
me, Ann Sim, and we can help you to begin to discern if this would be a good ministry for you to 
volunteer with.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

This picture was taken by Charlotte Weiler’s son, Gary, and to me expresses the joy in our visit. 

Pastoral Care / Friends for Friends      Ann Sim 

St. Anne’s Group has made the sad decision to disband because the average attendance had 
dropped to nine members and a new leader could not be found. Thank you to everyone who 
supported the group for so many years. I believe the longest-serving member to be Verna 
Wilkinson, for approximately 60 years. St. Anne's means “grandmother" and, having stated that, 
the grandmothers of this last-standing Ladies Group have hung up their aprons. I thank you all so 
much for your support.  

St. Anne’s Group            Bertha Anstey 
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This wonderful ministry, run jointly by St. Matthew’s and Our Lady of Peace Churches, provides 
those less fortunate in our community with a delicious home-cooked dinner, good company, 
movie and popcorn, a warm and safe place to sleep, a hot breakfast, a bagged lunch, and most 
importantly, dignified treatment.  In addition, our overnight guests have the opportunity to have 
their laundry done and “shop” for new and donated clothing, as well as toiletries. 

Donations of items and financial donations are always welcome.  Below is our current Wish List: 

Clothing  (Men’s Clothing Only)     Toiletries 
Ski and winter jackets, warm rain jackets *   Travel Size Toothpaste 
Hoodies or warm sweaters       Travel Size Deodorant 
Sweat pants and jeans       Travel Size Shaving Cream* 
T-shirts        Travel Size Toothbrushes 
Winter boots*        Disposable Razors (3+ blades) 
Men’s Jeans *  
Running Shoes * 
Backpacks (Large) *  
Insulated Toques & Gloves 
These items(*) are particularly needed by our Guests 
  
Would you like to volunteer in the OOTC program, or provide a dinner or lunch? Do you have 
questions? Please contact Ted Hampton at 647-227-4825. 

Every year we provide 1000 meals and accommodate 500 guests overnight. We thank all of our 
volunteers and donors for their hard work and generous contributions. Please read our Report to 
Vestry in St. Matthew’s Vestry Report 2019 for a full description of last year’s Donors and 
Statistics of Attendance, Meals, Showers and Laundry.  

Out of the Cold             William Hampton 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Needed! Teachers for Club Matt 

Club Matt teachers for one (1) Sunday each month for ages 2 through 5  OR  6 through 10. If you 
love children and want to help them develop their love for God, this may be great for you. 
Children need both males and females to help them in their faith journey. Please call the church 
office if you are interested (416-231-4014).  Talk to Jenna Wukach (905-808-0329) or Dawn 
Mercer (416-234-8686) if you would like more information. 

Don't forget to sign up for Coffee Hour! Volunteers needed for March and April. 

Not sure what to do?  Simply bring cream, milk, and cookies, squares, or a small snack.  

Why does Coffee Hour matter? Our after-service gatherings in the Parlour are an important time 
of community and sharing.  

Out of the Cold Needs Volunteers, especially the 2:00 - 7:00 a.m. shift. 

If you are able to assist, please contact Bruce Gleeson, 416-239-9640. 
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As many people have now seen, we have our new digital sign on 
Bloor Street. 

The City of Toronto at last granted us a sign permit as of January 24, 
2020 to update our existing sign on the southeast corner of the Church 
property. The City had told us in November that we would require a 
variance for this sign, which is a time-consuming and possibly 
problematic process, so we were delighted to move forward without 
that step.  

On Monday February 10, 2020, Greentak Canada removed the old 
panels on our sign and installed the digital section, and completed the 
upper panel the next day. We received training on the software and set up, so that the sign was 
"live" with our first messages on February 12. It will be a great asset in communicating with the 
community and brings a modern, inviting appearance to the church property. 

The sign has a refreshed upper panel with our church name, logo, etc., the new LED panel in the 
centre where currently "letters" are placed each week, plus the existing Kingsley sign at the base.  

It is our intention to be respectful of our neighbours in terms of the information, colours of the 
lights and any graphics used on the sign. Some signs in use by churches and other facilities in the 
area are rather "busy," too bright, and too intrusive for a residential area. We also will respect the 
bylaws for illumination of the sign at night.  

Fortunately, our funding requirements have been met by a number of generous donations from 
parishioners. Thank you very much to those individuals. 

If you have any questions regarding this project, you may contact Marguerite at 
mdlocke@hotmail.com." 

Digital Sign Project            Marguerite Locke 

Church Records 

 

Deaths 
Kathleen Blanche Hartwell 

December 4, 2019 

Susan Marie Hurn 
December 23, 2019 

Barbara Rose Mitchell 
February 20, 2020 
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Anointing is an ancient practice of Christian worship and the Ministry of Anointing has been 
available at St. Matthew’s since February 10, 2014. The ministry takes place only within the 
context of the Eucharist and is currently administered by our clergy or six specially trained Lay 
Anointers. The anointers provide the ministry under the direction of our Rector and must have a 
licence from our Area Bishop which is renewed every three years. In addition, the anointers are 
encouraged to attend annual refresher days for training. 

It is important to realize “healing” prayer is used in the holistic sense and does not imply nor mean 
“curing.” The Laying on of Hands for Healing may not be administered by Lay Anointers but only 
by ordained clergy.  

Anointing is personal, for the individual anointee, and cannot be administered on behalf of another 
person. But the duty anointers will gladly pray for, or on behalf of, another person when requested. 

The Ministry has been very well received at St. Matthew’s and large numbers of women, men, 
teens, and children regularly are anointed either singly or in families. To the best of our knowledge, 
anointing has been available at all but one regular Eucharist, excepting the 8:00 a.m. services, since 
the ministry was established at St. Matthew’s. It is planned to extend anointing on a regular basis at 
the 8:00 a.m. Eucharist also. 

If Anointing is desired, following participation in the Eucharist, simply proceed to the back of the 
nave to the Baptismal Font. If special prayer is desired, either personal or on behalf of another 
person or reason, please inform the Anointer providing as much, or little, information as you might 
be comfortable in sharing. Any such sharing is strictly confidential. If the anointee wishes further 
prayer and the Laying on of Hands for Healing, please ask the Anointer to so advise our Clergy. 

Marilyn Friedmann, Deborah Hurn, Nancy Hurn, Ann Sim, Dorothy Sproule, Bob Holloway 

Ministry of Anointing for Wholeness and Healing 

Partners in Prayer        Bob Holloway – Interim Prayer Coordinator   

The prayer chain, Partners in Prayer, has been an important ministry in this parish for well over 35 
years. It comprises 32 present and past parishioners. Some of those no longer reside in Toronto and 
environs, and a new Partner, who worshipped with us for a few months, lives in Uganda but wishes 
to be included in our prayer requests. The Partners receive regular requests for prayer support by 
electronic messages only.  

Participation in this ministry is open to anyone who is a member of the parish or who has a solid 
connection with St. Matthew’s or this ministry. 

As I look around during the Prayer Circle at 9:30 a.m. or during the intercessions at 11:00 a.m., I 
see people of all ages, children and adults, who have requested prayer support for themselves, 
family, or friends. I see and hear even the children praying aloud in the Prayer Circle. I see many 
who have been the subject of prayers. This parish solidly believes in the power of prayer. But when 
I look at the list of those who participate in the Partners in Prayer Ministry I cannot help but notice 
that no one is younger than 40 years of age. 

 

… continued 
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Participation in the ministry has only three requirements. One, we need an email address, two, 
there is an agreement to pray for the individual or situation as requested when possible and 
convenient and three, the request must be treated as confidential. There are no requirements as to 
the time at which you might pray, nor the duration or frequency of prayers. There are no 
reporting back requirements but good news is always welcomed.  

Prayer requests on behalf of family, friends or others who may not attend St. Matthew’s are 
equally welcome. Anyone who wishes to maintain anonymity or confidentiality for themselves or 
others may do so by using a nickname or second given name. Similarly, it is acceptable to 
provide limited information about the nature of the problem for which prayer support is 
requested. However, it is helpful for those praying to have a name or some brief information 
regarding the illness or problem to help in their prayers. 

Requests for prayer, or to be added to the distribution list, may be submitted by phone or e-mail 
to Bob Holloway at 416-253-4909 or rholloway@sympatico.ca or by calling the church office. 

Partners in Prayer (continued)         

Monday Morning Discussion Group       Bob Holloway

This group has met together for more than 15 years and has not been a traditional style “Bible 
Study” group. Due to a variety of circumstances we have grown and shrunk over the years. At 
present, meetings are temporarily on hold but we hope to resume shortly. 

Over the years we have read together and discussed in detail, chapter by chapter, books such as 
Devotions (Foster), A Pilgrim’s Progress (Bunyan), John for Everyone (Wright) and we now have 
almost finished The Parables of Jesus (Barclay). We have been challenged, guided, informed, and 
blessed by each.  

Remember the game in which a message is whispered in the ear of a person next to you who, in 
turn, passes it to another person and so on around a circle? The last person to receive it then states 
what that message was and, surprisingly, it seldom bears much resemblance to the original. Now 
apply that line of thought to scripture study. 

When Jesus gave us the Lord’s Prayer he, most likely, spoke in Aramaic. That, in turn, was 
translated into ancient Greek and ancient Latin. The Bible, as of 2019, has been translated 698 
times, the New Testament into 1548 languages. How do those translations compare with the 
original? What understanding of meaning, what lack of a comparable word and sense in another 
language, has changed ever so slightly the understanding of the original meaning or intent?  

Depending on the translator, the version may read “forgive us our “Sins,” “Debts,” or 
“Trespasses.” The single ancient Greek word can be translated in those three senses. About 17 
centuries ago, that request was dropped from use by Christians as “Debts” was being applied to 
sums of money owed to another. Consider also the phrase “and lead us not into temptation.” Even 
Pope Francis objects to that plea. But again looking at the ancient Greek word, it can mean “test” 
or “tested.” Abraham was not “tempted” to sacrifice his son, he was “tested” by God to see if he 
would. Likewise, Job was not “tempted;” he was “tested” by the Devil. 

So the focus of our discussions has been to explore and search for a little more depth and 
understanding of scripture. We welcome others who might wish to join us in our walk of faith and 
would be pleased to discuss how best to do so. 
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“We love /give /share because God first loved us.” 
St. Matthew’s is now in its third year of the Diocese of Toronto’s Growing Healthy Stewards 
program. This coached program is a stewardship education program that does not leave personal 
stewardship to chance. Our stewardship is a part of how we live out our discipleship—essentially 
our call to be fully committed followers of Jesus Christ. As stewards, we commit to a life of 
generosity in all aspects of our lives with the generous giving of our Talents, Time and Treasures. 
The program spans a period of three years and its success is measured by fourteen best practises.   

As proposed in our Strategic Plan, Fall 2019-2021, the Joyful Giving Campaign will be 
conducted during Lent and initiated by the distribution of packages, in the form of the Relay. In 
the event you do not receive this year's campaign package, please contact Marguerite Locke at 
mdlocke@hotmail.com or the church office. Many thanks to all the volunteers whose help makes 
this campaign a success. In 2019, there was a significant increase in Pre-Authorized Giving users, 
which assists the Wardens greatly in managing the church's debts. 

Late in 2019, as recommended in our Strategic Plan, the Welcome Ministry Team was formed. 
The Growing Healthy Stewards Program Team will provide support as needed to assist in the 
development and work of this ministry. 

Just a reminder that should you be aware of any visitors attending any of our services or events, 
please offer them one of our Welcome Packages which can be found in a basket in the Narthex. 
As well, please extend an invitation to our visitors to come to any of the coffee hours following 
the worship services. Thank you.                                        

Should you have any questions about the Growing Healthy Stewards program or would like to 
become involved with the team, please contact Rev. Stephen, Karen Lee, Sandra Wilson, Richard 
Farrar, Stuart Watt or Iain Shao.                                                            

                                                           Let’s Keep Growing!                                                

Growing Healthy Stewards            Karen Lee 

From March 1 to 22, St. Matthew’s receives 
30% of all Baked Goods sales and 25% of all 
Meats, Meals, and Munchies sales. Choose 
from a variety of unbaked frozen foods, 
batters, and doughs. They’re very convenient 
to have in your freezer! 

T  S   
  $100 M M ’  G  C  

Deborah Hurn will distribute brochures and 
instructions at church, or you can contact her 
at 905-625-7848, Deborah.Hurn@yahoo.ca. 

Buy Groceries from MacMillan’s 
Raise Funds for St. Matthew’s Repairs and Maintenance Drive 
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Advertisements 

 
 

Would you like to see your ad here? 
Contact Marguerite Locke 

mdlocke@hotmail.com.  

mailto:mdlocke@hotmail.com
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The Rev. Stephen Blackmore, Rector 
416-231-3060 / stephen.blackmore@me.com 

 
The Rev. Gail Marshall, Deacon 

The Rev. Merv Mercer, Honorary Assistant 
The Rev. Milton Dorman, Honorary Assistant 

Kimberly Butler, Director, Youth Ministry 
Jeff Bonner, Family Ministry Associate 

Tyler Versluis, Music Director 
Laurie Bodley, Communications Coordinator 

Tom Travaglini, Sexton/Verger 
Lisa Tait, Parish Administrator 

Worship Schedule 
 

Wednesdays 
10:30 a.m. BCP 

 
Sundays 

8:00 a.m. BCP (Quiet) 
9:30 a.m. All Ages (Casual) 
11:00 a.m. BAS (Classic) 

 
Last Saturday of the Month 

4:00 p.m. Messy Church  

3962 Bloor Street West,  Etobicoke, Ontario, M9B 1M3 
Email: office@saintmatts.ca     �     Tel: 416-231-4014     �     Website: www.saintmatts.ca 

StMatthewsAnglicanChurch saintmatts_islington  
Privacy Policy: St. Matthew's will not sell or distribute in any way the email address of any Parishioner.  

To be removed from the distribution list, please contact the Church at 416-231-4014 or office@saintmatts.ca. 

Need a ride? If you or anyone you know needs a ride to get to church please call Mary Gleeson at 
416-239-9640 and she will do her best to find a driver for you. If you have an emergency getting to 
a doctor she will also try to locate a driver for you. 

Pastoral Care: We have a group of parishioners who are willing to make visits to 
hospitals. If you know someone who is in hospital or recovering at home and would 

like a visitor, please contact the office at 416-231-4014 or office@saintmatts.ca. 

Partners in Prayer: Should you desire prayer for yourself or for another person, please make 
details known to Bob Holloway at 416-253-4909 or rholloway@sympatico.ca. If necessary, the 
request can be transmitted through the church office. 

Cycle of Prayer: “Beloved, pray for us.” This is Paul’s way of asking the Thessalonians to pray for him (5:25) 
and it expresses the genuine need for believers to support one another through prayer. Each Sunday, we will be 
praying for individuals and families of St. Matthew’s in the Prayers of the People. Each week, a few names will 
be mentioned in our prayers and we will have the opportunity to support one another through 
prayer. Please take the time to remember these people during the week in your own prayers as 
well. If you do not wish to be included in our “Cycle of Prayer” please let the office know and we 
will be sure to keep your name off the list. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Prayer Shawls are provided to those who need the warmth and comfort 
of God and St. Matthew’s. If you would like a shawl for someone, 
please contact Reverend Stephen or the office at 416-231-4014 or 
office@saintmatts.ca. 

mailto:stephen.blackmore@me.com
mailto:office@saintmatts.ca
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