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Dear Friends, 

It’s hard for me to read the opening words to our Pentecost reading this year. Here I am writing my 
last report for Matt’s Media, that will be published on my last Sunday with you all, and I know 
that we will not be altogether in one place to mark this occasion. So, Pentecost feels quite different 
for me this year, as I expect it does for you. 

That doesn’t mean that God’s Spirit isn’t still being poured out upon us. I think it means we might 
just need to look at different aspects of the day of Pentecost to discern how the Spirit is moving 
today. For myself, I am struck by the fact that these disciples had to wait for the Holy Spirit: 
minutes, hours, days even passed with the people of God praying to receive Christ’s Promise. Ten 
days passed between Christ’s Ascension and the Day of Pentecost, ten days of tarrying in prayer. 

In certain prayer circles, the idea of ‘tarrying’ in prayer is an important one. It speaks to how those 
Pentecostal disciples waited and prayed, prayed and waited, anticipating the work of God, until 
they were absolutely overwhelmed at the outpouring of God’s Spirit. Our culture does not value 
patience. I don’t know anyone who likes to be made to wait. Furthermore, our Anglican 
spirituality and its written-form prayers can unintentionally teach us that prayer is a recipe that we 
simply must follow through to completion. (I would guess that most of us even have a highly 
honed internal clock for how long intercessions and services of prayer ‘ought’ to take). I deeply  
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value our Anglican prayer resources, but I also think we need to be intentional about carving out 
time to ‘tarry’ in prayer. Pentecost reminds us that it is often the times of prolonged prayer that 
seem to unleash a divine outpouring of God’s presence. (Just a few other Biblical examples include 
1 Samuel 1-2; Psalm 86; Acts 12; 1 Thess. 5). 

We are in a period of waiting. We’re waiting for a restoration to normalcy. We’re waiting for 
restrictions to lift so that we may begin to do some of the things we miss so much. We’re also 
waiting for what comes next in our church lives. I’m waiting to make a big move, to begin a new 
adventure in a new parish with new people. I’m also going to have to wait to say a proper goodbye 
to the people of St. Matthew’s who’ve been a second family to me these last nine years. I don’t like 
to wait, and I want to know what lies ahead. So perhaps it’s particularly important for me to take 
Pentecost seriously and embrace the idea of tarrying in prayer. 

Pentecost tells us that God will fulfill God’s promises in due time. We are to wait prayerfully, 
anticipating that God will continue to pour out the Holy Spirit, bringing new life to the Church, and 
to all of us. Pentecost reminds us that through the Holy Spirit, we are formed into the Body of 
Christ, the Church. This Body is not limited to space and time, and it is not nullified by social 
distancing or any calamity we experience in this life. It is the same Spirit that raised Christ from the 
dead that dwells in us. This Spirit is the fulfillment of Christ’s promise that he will not leave us as 
orphans (John 14:18) – not now, not ever. 

I am profoundly grateful for nine indescribable years as your priest. It pains me, as I know it does 
you, that we cannot gather on Pentecost Sunday for a proper farewell. But maybe, just maybe, that 
can be a good thing. We are being forced to remember, in faith, the power of Pentecost: God’s 
Spirit will not allow us to truly be cut off from one another. We will meet again, and I do long for 
that day, but until then I will tarry in prayer, for each of you, and for a fresh outpouring of God’s 
life-giving Spirit upon us all. 

“In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh… Then 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Acts 2:17, 21) Amen and Alleluia! 

Peace be with you all, 

Rev. Stephen 

From the Rector (continued) 

Farewell, Stephen 

Desiring to live near extended family in Guelph, Reverend Stephen has accepted an invitation to 
become rector of the Church of the Resurrection in Hamilton, which lies within a short commuting 
distance of their new home. His final service at St. Matthew’s is on Pentecost Sunday, May 31.  
He will begin at Church of the Resurrection in July. 

We all wish him well. 
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We find ourselves in a completely different world from the one which received the Lent/Easter 
edition of Matt’s Media. Yet despite the unprecedented state of our world, your Warden Team is 
uplifted, inspired, and encouraged by how wonderfully Stephen, Merv, and our wonderful staff and 
ministry teams have stepped up to support us and to bring God’s word into our homes. And, just as 
important – we give thanks for all of you! Your commitment to each other and to the communities 
outside our walls is a testament to a loving parish family. 

As this issue is going to press, we have received wonderful news. After consulting with the parish 
and prayerfully discerning with the bishop, your wardens were notified that Bishop Jenny is 
appointing the Reverend Philip Stonhouse as our Priest in Charge. Philip is most recently from  
St. Bride’s Clarkson where he was Associate Priest. Your Wardens had the honour of meeting with 
Philip in person at the church (carefully social distancing, of course!) and were touched by his 
enthusiasm, energy, and true desire to share Jesus’ love. His love of God’s word and speaking it 
into our everyday lives came through loud and clear, as well as his passion to walk alongside 
people, listening, teaching, praying with them, no matter what their situation or stage of life. We 
feel Philip will bless this parish, helping and guiding St. Matthew’s as we look to the future with 
hope and faith. Philip and his wife, Mary Anne, will officially join us on July 1 and we look 
forward to warmly welcoming them both. 

Stephen’s final service with us will be on May 31, Pentecost Sunday, and we are glad to worship 
with him on that special day. We will miss Stephen’s daily presence in our lives, but we are so 
grateful to him for his wonderful ministry these past nine years. We will miss him, Lauren, Jonah 
and Seven, and we look forward to welcoming them back for a proper celebration in the Fall.  

We are also delighted that, during the month of June, Reverend Merv, supported by Kimberly 
Butler and Jeff Bonner, will lead our worship – stay tuned as details on services are finalized. 

Outlined below is the summary of our financial status as of April 30, 2020. 

 

 

 

As always, we give thanks to God for God's continued provision and care for St. Matthew's in this 
uncertain time.  

Blessings to you all. 

Wardens’ Report    Karen Lee, Stuart Watt, Shantelle Hampton and Lianne Thompson 

We are pleased to share with you that in addition to cash, cheques, envelopes, PAG, and PayPal, 
financial gifts to St. Matthew’s may also be made via Interac e-Transfer. Through your online 
banking website, simply use our contact email address - finance@saintmatts.ca. 
There is no charge to St. Matthew’s, and probably a small charge to you. Thank you for your  
continued support of the financial needs of the parish.  

Should you have any questions, please email Karen Lee at karen@leeco.ca. 

Operating Fund 2020 Actual 2019 Actual 2020 Budget 
Income $85,923 $100,312 $104,337 

Expenses $111,659 $110,217 $109,515 
New Operations ($25,736) ($9,906) ($5,178) 

Givings Update: Interac e-Transfer is Now Available 
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Thank you to all who participated in St. Matthew's recent survey. The Wardens asked for input to 
capture the needs and hopes of our congregation and received 68 thoughtful responses. This 
feedback helped to inform the prayerful decision around Bishop Jenny's appointment of our next 
parish priest. Most results came in online, and a small number by mail. 

The key questions and answers are displayed below. For more details, the full survey report is 
available by contacting the Church Office. 

If you have any questions, please reach out to any of the Wardens. 

Blessings, 
Karen, Stuart, Shantelle and Lianne 

 

Questions 1 through 5 provided statistical attendance and demographic information about those 
responding.  

Questions 6 and 7 captured respondents' feedback on what they love about St. Matthew's and what 
they want to see in future. A summary "word cloud" for each of these questions provides a visual 
representation of the most common responses. The size of the words indicates the frequency with 
which they appeared in people’s answers. 

Question 6: What do you love best about St. Matthew’s? 

Answered: 65 Skipped: 3 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Question 7: In the next 5 years, what are the 3 most important things on which St. Matthew’s 
needs to focus its ministry and mission? 

Answered: 60 Skipped: 8 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Question 8: The following is a list of skills and talents that a priest might bring. Which of the 
following are most important for the future of St. Matthew’s?  

… continued 

St. Matthew’s Survey to Choose a New Priest    

xxx 



Pentecost 2020  5 

 

YOUR TOP 5 CHOICES. 

Answered: 68 Skipped: 0 

 

 

St. Matthew’s Survey Results  (continued)      

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Preaches the Gospel in a way that challenges us to connect the Scripture 
to our everyday lives. 

69.12% 47 

Is enthusiastic and able to plan and lead different worship service styles 
(i.e. music, liturgy, structure) that balance the needs of the St. Matthew’s 
family now and in the future. 

58.82% 40 

Welcomes diversity and is inclusive of all people within the church. 54.41% 37 
Genuinely cares for us and demonstrates real empathy with the joy and 
pain of others. 

51.47% 35 

Communicates effectively and sensitively. 45.59% 31 
Plans and leads mission and ministry that extends St. Matthew’s presence 
beyond our walls. 

45.59% 31 

Is available to parishioners in times of stress, crisis, grief, despair. 44.12% 30 
Teaches the faith and helps people grow in faith and discipleship through 
a variety of methods and programs. 

39.71% 27 

Understands and teaches Scripture, Anglican theology and tradition in 
ways that are engaging and challenging. 

33.82% 23 

Motivates St. Matthew’s leadership to think and act strategically and to 
plan. 

30.88% 21 

Acts as the spiritual guide and mentor to the parish. 26.47% 18 
Understands current church missional practice and how we might connect 
with people who aren’t attracted to traditional churches. 

19.12% 13 

Promotes and teaches us about social justice and Christian outreach  
opportunities. 

16.18% 11 

TOTAL RESPONDENTS:  68 

Church Records 

 

Deaths 

Barbara Mitchell 
February 22, 2020 

 

Bridget Farrar 
April 11, 2020 
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 “All shall be well, and all shall be well and all manner of thing shall be well.” 
                                                                                                                            Julian of Norwich 

To me, one of the blessings of living in this particular part of the world is the joy of the seasons.  
At no time is this more apparent than in the blossoming of the Spring season. It just seems that all 
of the natural world blooms with promise, from the blossoming of fruit trees to the frenetic 
preparation of birds flying around my backyard with beaks crammed full of nest-building material. 
It all speaks to me of promise. Even in the most severe of winters – and yes, even with the 
challenges of pandemics – the seasonal cycles remind us that we aren’t stuck forever in the 
doldrums of winter; summer is coming. The signs are everywhere. 

It’s a reminder that even the worst of times, or seasons, will not last forever; time will move on and 
new life will occur. That’s a Christian principle it seems to me. The life of Christ teaches us that, 
no matter how painful or dire a situation is, it will not always stay that way. Resurrection comes 
and new life will unfold. That is the cycle our faith declares – life, death and new life – and that is 
how we should live, with hope and promise.  

As I reflect on parenting for example, I can remember times when I despaired about my children 
and how they would turn out. Those early concerns have dimmed significantly in the light of the 
wonderful people they are now. It makes me wonder why I ever worried about them.  

Here at St. Matthew’s, we have entered into what seems like a pretty significant time of transition 
with the Rector leaving to take on other ministry challenges; and we`re unsure what lies ahead for 
our community. It seems like a perfect time to be reminded that God loves us and will care for our 
future even though we don`t know what that looks like. Let`s try to look forward together with 
hope and promise, and celebrate our unfolding future in God. The spring is coming and Christ is 
risen! Alleluia!  

Blessings, 

Merv+ 

From Rev. Merv Mercer 

Lent and Easter in the Age of the COVID-19 Pandemic  Kathie Oakden 
Following our Annual Vestry Meeting on Sunday, February 23, Lent began in the usual way. Our 
well-attended Pancake Supper & Service on Shrove Tuesday provided ashes for Ash Wednesday 
services. Messy Church was held on Saturday, February 29. Matt’s Media was published March 1. 

Meanwhile, Coronavirus awareness was developing gradually and globally. Because Toronto had 
experienced many of the 8,000 world-wide cases of SARS in 2003, we knew to be alert and 
cautious, and to stay home if sick. We were surprised to find our March gatherings and physical 
contacts progressively restricted, prohibiting hugs & handshakes, the Communion chalice and 
coffee hours. Our MacMillan’s Products promotion was postponed, our ‘Wednesdays in Lent’ 
dinner and programs were cancelled, and on March 18 all gatherings of more than five people were 
banned. Our Out of the Cold program had to cease two weeks early. Churches were closed.  

Who imagined that we would give up going to Church for Lent! 

… continued 
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Lent and Easter in the Age of the COVID-19 Pandemic (continued) 

How do we now function as a Church? We stay home to stop community transmission and stay 
connected by phone and Internet. Staff and volunteers now work remotely over the Internet from 
home using email and Zoom meetings. 

Live online services and meetings are hosted on the Internet 
using the computer program ‘ZOOM for Meetings.’ We gather 
from our homes, seeing each other and Rev. Stephen, who is in 
the Sanctuary on Sundays. Beginning June 1, we will see  
Rev. Merv Mercer in the Sanctuary. Links are sent on Sunday 
morning by email and social media, giving links and phone-in 
connections. Each worship event is recorded and posted on our 
YouTube channel. Parishioners have provided their email 
address in order to take part. Parishioners without internet 
connect by telephone to listen and talk – please register with the church office or see page 9 for the 
phone numbers and Meeting ID number. Each Sunday our new Music Director, Tyler Versluis, 
plays the piano and sings the hymns from his home, while Colin Hall (in the Church Office) and 
Dawn Mercer provide computer support.  

During Holy Week, palms and instructions on how to make palm crosses were made available 
outside the church office for Palm Sunday, and palms were waved during our Zoom service.  

On Maundy Thursday, a Zoom gathering was held at dinner time 
for reflection and grace. On Good Friday, we enjoyed an 11:00 
Zoom service with meditations by several parishioners about 
what the Cross means to them. On Easter Sunday our proposed 
Sunrise Zoom gathering to ‘share your view of the sunrise’ was 
cancelled due to clouds. And then on Easter, we celebrated with 
an Easter sermon video from Bishop Jenny Andison. 

Rev. Stephen announced during Holy Week that his departure 
and last service with us would be on May 31. A survey was taken of parishioners’ desires for 
choosing our new Minister. Our Wardens elected the quick process of allowing Bishop Jenny 
Andison to select, with the help of our survey results, our new Priest-in-Charge.  Rev. Philip 
Stonhouse will join us on July 1. For the month of June, Rev. Merv Mercer will lead us, assisted by 
Kimberly Butler and Jeff Bonner. 

In addition to online services, parishioners are staying connected through Prayer Partners, in which 
members can enroll to provide a ‘buddy-system’ for households. Phone calls are encouraged to 
keep members connected and supported. 

Donations are received by envelopes through the mail slot, and through Canada Post. More 
parishioners have enrolled for PAG (Pre-Authorized Giving withdrawals from bank accounts). 
PayPal has been made available, and most recently, Interac e-Transfer donations are now possible. 

During this time when our church building is closed, Tom Travaglini is hard at work keeping the 
building clean and maintained. We all look forward to when we can enter St. Matthew’s doors once 
again. 
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A New User’s Guide to ZOOM 

As the weeks of isolation go on, it is becoming clear that we will need to continue our worship and 
‘gathering times’ using our digital devices – computers, tablets, or smart phones. St Matthew’s has 
chosen to use Zoom for this. If you have tried without success or you have been hesitant to try, 
here are some guides to help you get started (or try again).  

1. This first guide is if you are going to join us using a computer or laptop. 
‘Ctrl+Click’ on the ‘youtu.be’ address below. The opening screen looks like 
this picture. If you see something else, it will be an advertisement. There should 
be a “Skip Ad” sign to click if the screen shown here is not what you see. 

https://youtu.be/9isp3qPeQ0E 

If you find typing this ‘youtu.be’ address in the computer difficult, in a Search engine enter: 
“Joining a Zoom call for the first time.” That should give you this link as the first choice.  

2. If you have a tablet or a smart phone, the sound and video are built into the device 
so all that is looked after. You will need to get the ‘Zoom app’ first, then it is very 
easy to join with the link sent out by email. This second guide shows you how to 
do that. (It is just like installing any other ‘app’). You will be looking for ‘Zoom 
Cloud Meetings.’ The link below shows how to get and use Zoom on your mobile 
device – phone or tablet.   

https://youtu.be/lO206_NezaY 

3. If you are still having trouble. Please call the church office 416-231-4014 or Dawn Mercer at 
416-234-8686. We will set up a phone conversation to chat and help you get set up. 

So You Want to Join St. Matthew’s Events Online           Dawn Mercer 

How to Join St. Matthew’s Virtual Service        Laurie Bodley 
If you don’t already have it, download the Zoom app on your computer or smart phone for 
free.  

Create your account on Zoom. You may use a Google or Facebook account, or your personal  
email. Any of these options will work. Then send a request to office@saintmatts.ca, so that we can 
send you invitations to the services you would like to join. 

In advance of the service time, open the email and click on the link. When you get to the page 
the link takes you to, it should ask you to sign in. Once you’re logged in, you're in the meeting.  

Each person who is part of the meeting has the option of being seen via their webcam. You can 
click your video option off if you prefer to be unseen. Those participating in the service (readers, 
etc.) will be unmuted and will be able to lead their parts from wherever they are. Everyone else’s 
setting will automatically go to mute so as to minimize noise. 

The email with the Zoom link will also include phone numbers you can use to call in if you 
cannot or would prefer not to use the online option. 

Troubleshooting: If clicking on the meeting link doesn’t take you to Zoom’s sign-in page, 
you can open your Zoom app, click the join icon, then enter the meeting ID. (It appears under 

          the meeting link in the email invitation.) If you can’t hear anything once you’re in the  
          meeting, click the “connect with audio” option. 

https://youtu.be/9isp3qPeQ0E
https://youtu.be/lO206_NezaY
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Hello everyone. I hope you are staying safe and healthy during this bizarre time. 

Thank you for your helpful feedback and encouragement regarding St. Matthew’s communications 
efforts. Many of you have already seen the new website and have noticed our increased activity on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

Here is a status update and a list of ways you can help. 

Social Media 

Posts 

Engagement with our Facebook and Instagram posts has dwindled in the past month. I am delving 
into Facebook and Instagram insights and looking for affordable (aka free) Social Media analytics 
options to learn more. Kim Thompson is also very kindly helping me with tips on how to improve 
the visuals and refine the videos. 

Advertising 

Very soon, we will run a paid Facebook/Instagram ad featuring a 15-second video about  
St. Matthew’s COVID-19 activities. 

Zoom 

As we fight COVID-19 by staying home and maintaining 
safe distances in public, all of St. Matthew’s live worship 
and gatherings continue to take place online via the Zoom 
app. You can join us for Virtual Sunday Services by phone 
or by internet. 

New Outdoor Sign 

St. Matthew’s electronic sign became operational on  
February 13, and Rev. Stephen has been creative with 
keeping these necessarily brief messages engaging.  
My personal favourite: “Get your Ash in here” for Ash 
Wednesday. 

Matt’s Media 

Kathie Oakden and Lisa Tait continue to do a wonderful job 
with Matt’s Media (printed and online). The new format is 
excellent, and they have received lots of positive feedback 
since launching it with the Lent/Easter issue. 

Print 

The cost of advertising in printed publications is prohibitive, 
but Cathy Cross maintains St. Matthew’s ongoing and free print presence in various community 
publications. Please let us know if you see any other opportunities. 

 

...continued 

Communications Update Laurie Bodley 

Join Zoom Virtual Services 

xBy phone: Please call  
647-374-4685 or 647-558-0588 
and enter the meeting ID  
(959 3293 9373) 

xBy Internet: 

�Open Zoom on your computer, 
tablet, or smart phone 

�Click “Join Meeting” 

�Enter our recurring meeting ID  
(959 3293 9373) 

�Select join with video (unless you 
would prefer not to be seen) 

�Select join with computer audio 

�Then Colin will “let you in” 
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Telephone Outreach 

Phone calls have been made to those St. Matthew’s parishioners who do not have access to the 
Internet to help them stay connected. Every Sunday, Dawn Mercer tries to list all those who join the 
Virtual Sunday Service by phone so the phone team can follow up with them and inquire about 
their experience. One person who phoned in had felt left out. So, more effort has been made to help 
everyone feel included and to understand the service format, which allows people to socialize at the 
end when we group for “coffee hour.” 

Who is Matthew Islington? 

St. Matthew’s Facebook page is linked to Colin 
Hall’s personal Facebook account because he is 
the person who set it up. Three other people have 
been granted administrative access to the page. 
After a great deal of time spent trying to figure 
out how to set St. Matthew’s page as a ‘stand-alone,’ we were strongly advised to leave the page ‘as 
is’ because the interface is very complicated, and only very large organizations that advertise a 
great deal have stand-alone pages. 

Therefore, after discussion with St. Matthew’s clergy and staff, who agreed that a stand-alone page 
was not a viable option, I set up a separate Facebook account under the name ‘Matthew Islington.’ 
Having this account will help us to access free Social Media analytics and to pay for future ads 
without using someone’s personal Facebook account. More importantly, it helps ensure that  
St. Matthew’s never loses access to its page. 

Thank you for your Friend Requests. However, accepting them may not be an option because 
seeing and reacting to the posts on the St. Matthew’s page is more important. But if there is a way 
around this (suggestions welcome), those of you who sent Friend Requests will become Facebook 
friends with Matthew Islington. I will investigate this when the last-remaining major 
communications projects are complete; then I can focus more fully on our Social Media efforts. 

The Last-Remaining Major Communications Projects 

To support St. Matthew’s Social Media efforts, 
we launched a new website in late February.  
It still needs search-engine-optimization set-up 
and some photo updates. I am also working on 
our communications strategy, which I will finish 
once the Social Media analytics issues are 
sorted. When these projects are complete, 
communications coordination will continue—
creating and monitoring Social Media posts, 
updating the website, promoting events and  
gatherings like Messy Church, running ads when and where suitable and affordable, and increasing 
efforts to keep all of St. Matthew’s parishioners engaged and connected and reach new people. 

 

...continued 

Communications Update (continued) 
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How You Can Help 
Social Media thrives on getting noticed. All Social Media platforms — St. Matthew’s currently 
uses Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube — use clicks (on a link or a like, love, hug, laugh, wow, 
sad, or angry emoji) and shares and comments to measure ‘getting noticed.’ So, when you engage 
with our posts, it increases the chances of more people seeing them and learning about what  
St. Matthew’s has to offer. With this in mind, please consider the following requests: 

1. If you hear of anyone who feels left out or has expressed concern about our Social Media posts or 
their experience of our online efforts, please let us know in case there is something we can do. 

2. Help spread the word. Please let your friends and neighbours know about everything  
St. Matthew’s is doing to help people worship, stay connected, and assist others during this 
COVID-19 pandemic (and after). If you live in a community or condo or belong to a group that 
has a newsletter or bulletin board where it would be appropriate to post a free announcement or 
article, please let me know (communications@saintmatts.ca). 

3. If you have any observations or suggestions regarding St. Matthew’s Social Media posts, please 
send them to communications@saintmatts.ca. 

4. To help increase the reach and engagement of our Social Media posts, please watch for them, 
react by clicking on an emoji, comment on them, and share posts as much as possible. (No 
pressure here. Please only do what you are comfortable with.) Thank you to those who already do 
this. 

5. If you are uncomfortable with any part of #4, might you be comfortable telling us why? (No 
pressure here either, just curious if we can do something to make it easier.) 

6. Please send us photos. When you or someone in your family participates in a St. Matthew’s 
gathering, service, or event, please take a picture of them sitting at the computer or tablet or smart 
phone, a selfie of yourself at your computer or tablet or smart phone, and/or a screen capture of 
what is happening. Videos are also welcome. Please label your photos and videos with the event 
and/or people (this saves Lisa and myself hours of time when organizing and looking for photos 
to use), and send high resolution versions to Lisa (office@saintmatts.ca). Sending photos in high 
resolution ensures we can use them. When you attach photos to email, please compare the size of 
the attachment to the size of the original photo to make sure it hasn’t been automatically reduced. 
Please contact communications if you need help with this (communications@saintmatts.ca). 

 
Thanks again, 
Laurie Bodley, Communications Coordinator 

 

Find us on Facebook:     We’re on Instagram: 

 

And St. Matthew’s has a YouTube channel: 

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeTIBsRzvoz-zJcKv5nKb7g  

Communications Update (continued) 

StMatthewsAnglicanChurch saintmatts_islington  

mailto:communications@saintmatts.ca
mailto:communications@saintmatts.ca
mailto:office@saintmatts.ca)
mailto:communications@saintmatts.ca
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeTIBsRzvoz-zJcKv5nKb7g
https://www.facebook.com/StMatthewsAnglicanChurch/
saint%20matts_islington
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Comments from Quarantine              
We asked you to share your thoughts, feelings, and pictures to help us all feel connected. 
 
“Puzzles have been life saver, challenges my brain and is relaxing, all at same 
time. On #8 of box of 10 Thomas Kinkade series.”  Dorothy K. 
 
“The days and weeks are passing so quickly. I can hardly believe I haven't seen 
my family for two months. I am on the computer a great deal, and that is strange because  
previously I hardly touched it. Weekdays I find morning, noon and evening prayer, and Sundays I 
"attend" four different church services, mostly because I love organ music. Twice a week I am 
posted at the entrance to our building to help screen everyone who enters. I am extremely grateful 
that during this strange time I am living in Canada, and especially in Shepherd Village, where great 
care has been taken to keep everyone safe. Every day I claim God's promise in Psalm 91 verse 10b. 
"No plague shall come near your home." May God bless and keep safe each one of you. Love and 
blessings.” Margaret P. 
 
“Our ducks are having their annual spa day in our pool 
before they build their nest. They've been wandering the 
street this last week waiting for us to open the pool. We 
opened it yesterday. A sure sign of summer coming!”  
Helen P. 
 
“I have been physically away for 12 years, but always St. Matthew’s is in my heart. I now live in a 
residence in Barrie. Since the outbreak we are confined to our rooms and no one is allowed in the 
building.  Luckily I have Facetime with my daughter. Remember when we were all in the choir? 
They were good times. I am 96 years. Best wishes to all.” Marjorie McC. 
 
“Counting our Blessings that we are not exposed and are well looked after by our family, and 
praying for those who are not so fortunate—with exposure, infection, and hunger as a result of job 
loss and scarcity.” Ken and Jen B. in lockdown in South Africa. 
 
“I am very thankful that I have many hobbies/interests, so it's easy to fill up my days.  I spent 
many, many hours researching different embroidery stitches and embroidering the block for the  
banner. I have made many masks for family and friends. We're connecting by phone or video calls 
and have had several outside distancing visits with our girls and grandchildren. Cooking and baking 
is one of my favorite pastimes so I have had lots of time to experiment with new recipes. We're  
working on a huge jigsaw puzzle. Daily exercising, YouTube yoga classes and walks. This change 
of pace has given us time to reflect and be thankful for all our many blessings.” Patricia C. 
 
“I have recovered from my fall in February—thanks for your prayers. I have kept busy with Matt’s 
Media. I appreciate being with Dave, seeing Church and friends on Zoom, CBC Radio, the Globe 
& Mail and recorded reruns on TV, especially “Still Standing” with Johnny Harris. I love the 
colours of spring and watching the walkers, runners, and riders along my street.” Kathie O. 
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“We are thankful for our continued good health, our circle of caring family and friends with whom 
to share laughter and concerns and the opportunity to complete many items around home on our "to 
do" list. We are so thankful for all the essential workers and remain hopeful that a vaccine will be 
created soon. It is a different world when a highlight of grocery shopping is securing a bag of 
flour!!” Marguerite and Dennis L. 
 
“I bought an out-of-print book published in 1962 by William Barclay, a commentary entitled The 
Beatitudes and the Lord’s Prayer for Everyman. In extracting portions for possible Bible studies it 
struck me that language of the 1960s was definitely not inclusive so decided to type out a couple of 
chapters for my use in Bible studies. So about six weeks later, I have typed seventeen chapters plus 
a few other pages, gender neutral, about 80,000 words and 100 pages with my one digit typing 
skills. I have it in hard copy and electronic file. And it’s a VERY informative book.” Bob H. 
 
“After purchasing a large amount of flour (Ron says very large) from a  
commercial bakery outlet I have been experimenting with baking different types 
of bread and buns—focaccia, hamburger and hot dog buns, cinnamon rolls, 
“Olive Garden” bread sticks, molasses bread—as well as cookies, muffins, and 
loaf cakes. Friends and family are enjoying the results of my ‘pandemic’ 
activity.” Barb and Ron L. 
 
“Gail and I are coping. Our Zoom services with Stephen on Sunday and our Noon Hour Renewal  
services during the week have kept me going. I’m not sure where I would be otherwise. Now that 
the weather is getting a little warmer, hopefully I will be able to get out for a little more fresh air 
other than groceries. Hopefully I can get Gail out, too, and also play a few rounds of golf now that 
the golf course is open.”  Cathy C. 
 
“I like that we are still able to come together as a family in different ways to support and care for 
each other. Also that we are still able to help those who need it. What I find difficult is not  
being able to see the people or the kids that I work with in-person and I also miss giving hugs to 
those I care about.” Emily C. 
 
“New topsoil on the flower beds, yippee, creaking bodies the day after! Increase 
in wildlife on our street, wild turkeys and a pair of Canada geese with five  
goslings, wow....but several plant-eating rabbits in the yard!”  Mary and Bruce G. 
 
“I’ve been doing household chores. My first great-grandchild, a boy, arrived in March, and the 
second one, a girl, is due in November (different family though!).” Nesta B. 
 
“Our move, although on hold at the moment, means leaving St. Matthew’s.  It has been our parish 
church for more than 35 years and I have enjoyed the peace and quiet of St. Matthew’s in this loud 
and confusing world.  I enjoyed my time working with the Chancel Guild and the friends I made in 
the group.  I wish for good health for the people of St. Matthew’s.”  Jill and Ed B. 

Comments from Quarantine (continued) 
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2020 is turning out to be a difficult year for the Church. It provides me a strange sense of comfort, 
however, knowing that God’s people have dealt with these times before—in fact, most likely 
hundreds of times, as plagues and pandemics swept through the world with relative ease, expedited 
by war, poverty and a lack of medicine. In this age of quarantine, however, I am still finding it 
difficult to articulate my mode of worship on a daily basis. Do I lament? Do I scorn God like Job? 
Do I pray to God for strength, like many Christians did before a fierce battle? Our secular 
authorities tell us to remain "vigilant," since this particular battle is one of attrition, a time of siege 
against an invisible enemy.  

I recently uncovered a hymn written by German poet Martin Moller in 1584, "Nimm von uns, Herr, 
du treuer Gott" (Take from Us, Lord, Thou Faithful God). At that time, a plague was sweeping the 
town of Leipzig and Moller channeled his petitions to God in several poignant stanzas. Here is the 
first: 

Take from us, Lord, thou faithful God, 
The punishment and great distress 
Which we for sins beyond all count 
Have merited through all our days. 
Protect from war and times of dearth, 
Contagion, fire and grievous pain. 

Moller, in sync with the beliefs at the time, chalked up the plague to sin. While we may not make 
the same assumptions about COVID-19, Moller's hymn is a reminder that it is never a bad time to 
remember the sin of the world, which continues to hinder our servitude to God and infect our 
spiritual constitutions.  

In this post-Lenten season, we also remember the Lamb who takes away our sin: 

Consider Jesus' bitter death! 
Take, Father, these thy Son's great sorrows 
And this his wounds’ great pain to heart now, 
They are in truth for all the world 
The payment and the ransom price; 
And show me, too, through all my days, 
Forgiving God, forgiving ways! 
I sigh alway in my distress: 
Consider Jesus' bitter death! 

In 1724, Johann Sebastian Bach composed a cantata based on Moller's hymn for the 10th Sunday 
after Trinity. In that year, life expectancy in Europe was about 35, with death and epidemic lurking 
close by. Fast forward to our day. Times are strange, and this age of epidemic is unprecedented for 
most of us, but my message for you is that God’s people have dealt with this before, and they 
worshiped and lamented through it with fervency.  Consider the words of Psalm 91:  

I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 
Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. 

In Christ, 

Tyler Versluis 

From Tyler Versluis, Organist and Music Director    
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What’s Happening  
 

12:00  Noon Renewal on St. Matthew’s YouTube channel  
  (available at noon or any time afterward) 
  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeTIBsRzvoz-zJcKv5nKb7g  
 
9:30 a.m. Club Matt 
10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship 
1:30 p.m. Youth Meeting 

 
9:00 a.m. Soup Making for the Toronto Urban Native Ministry 
7:30 p.m. GIFT Meeting 
  (new people welcome, call the office for the Zoom link) 

 
1:00 p.m. An open discussion of the Sunday sermon 
  (In Zoom. Call the office for the link.) 
 
 

Worship with Reverend Merv Mercer, Jeff Bonner, and Kimberly Butler 
 
 
Welcome Reverend Philip Stonhouse 
First Sunday Service: Sunday, July 4 

Monday 
Wednesday 

Friday 

Sunday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

June 

July 1 

For several weeks now, St. Matthew’s has supported the Toronto 
Urban Native Ministry (TUNM) program by providing soup every 
Wednesday.   

Deborah and Nancy Hurn have led this soup-making project and 
have driven the soup downtown to TUNM at Holy Trinity 
Church. Prior to the COVID 19 pandemic, TUNM was feeding 25 
homeless people a day…now, 200!  The need is great.  

Beginning April 28, two parishioners each week have joined 
Deborah and Nancy to make soup or stew every Tuesday morning 
from 9 to 12 in the St. Matthew’s kitchen (while wearing gloves and 
face shields, still maintaining a 2-metre distance from each other). Many parishioners have donated 
money to buy the groceries each week. The need will continue for as long as the pandemic does.  

To help with the soup making, let Nancy or Deborah know (905-625-7848). To help with the 
donations, submit funds marked for Outreach Fund.  

 For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat…   
Matthew 25:35  

Soup-Making for the Toronto Urban Native Ministry 

Soup’s On with Pat Currie,  
Nancy Hurn, and Dorothy Sharp 

See pages 8 & 9 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeTIBsRzvoz-zJcKv5nKb7g
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Messy Church               Jeff Bonner 
February’s Messy Church theme was ‘God’s Family Around the World’ and we explored 
children’s activities in other parts of the world and the countries our own families came from. We 
heard from guest speaker SallyJo Martin, visiting from Sleeping Children Around the World; 
families were invited to bring “a toonie or two” to raise funds for safe sleeping kits, including a 
mosquito net and other necessities. We raised enough to buy six Bed kits.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Messy Church team had then been planning our first Messy Church Eucharist for April, but we 
obviously had to delay those plans. Though the pandemic leaves uncertainty about the timing, this 
exciting opportunity for community worship remains a thought for the future. 

In April, somewhat inspired by Club Matt’s successful transition to online classes, the team started 
to discuss the possibility of an online Messy Church through Zoom. We wanted to make sure that 
the spirit of Messy Church was still honoured and that it was a true community gathering rather 
than just another distraction for kids home from school. After some discussion, we decided to give 
it a try, and the idea for Messy May Day was born. 

With Earth Day themes on everyone’s minds and the traditional May Day holiday (May 1) 
emphasis on spring and new life, we brought this forward to the Messy Church being held on  
May 2. Eleven children with their parents and Messy Church leadership gathered on Zoom.   

After a time of catch-up and greetings, we started with an in-home scavenger hunt focused on the 
green theme of the day—from low-energy light bulbs and re-usable lunch containers to food that 
can be grown in a garden at home. Following this, Cassidy Thompson gave an excellent 
presentation on green practices and ways we can lessen our impact on Earth. Participants were 

invited to make suggestions. ‘Biking to 
work rather than driving’ and ‘planting 
trees’ were some ideas put forward. Cassidy 
also suggested avoiding single-use plastics, 
making our own baked goods rather than 

use manufactured and packaged options (e.g., cookies), and looking at 
installing solar panels on the church (a more expensive project that might 
require fund-raising). Thanks for the great presentation and ideas Cassidy! 

Next, we played a bit of home-made “Pictionary,” where the children were 
each given a word related to the day’s theme and drew a picture for others to 
try to guess what it was.  It was a bit of an experiment, but it was great fun. 

This first online Messy Church ended with a short time of worship and the 
“Superman Grace” led by Reverend Stephen, after which everyone stayed 
together online to eat a pizza dinner.  

Learning about safe water. Mosquito net. 

… continued 
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Club Matt               Jeff Bonner          

Messy Church (continued) 

This spring, Club Matt continued to follow the lectionary readings and hear about Jesus’ work as 
God’s ‘special agent’ on earth. We talked about how not everyone understood who Jesus was and 
what it means for us to know Jesus as our friend and Saviour. 

When the COVID-19 crisis hit, the Club Matt team quickly came together and adapted to the 
situation with “Zoom Club Matt” sessions online via Zoom at 9:30 a.m., before the main Sunday 
service. After an initial couple of weeks of experimenting, we’ve settled into a regular routine that 
allows the children to stay connected to their friends from church and learn from the Bible. Each 
session goes roughly like this: 

1) Greetings: We start with a chance for children to say hello to 
their friends and quickly reconnect. 

2)  Show & Tell: An opportunity for the children to show or talk 
about something related to the week’s theme. We heard some  
interesting, hard-to-believe facts on the day when we heard 
about ‘Doubting Thomas’ and we saw some favourite sheep 
plushies and learned sheep facts on Good Shepherd Sunday. 

3)  Bible reading: The reading for the day is read by one of the 
children or a youth helper. 

4)  Video: Using Zoom’s screen-share feature, we all watch a video 
on the day’s theme together even though everyone is in their own home. 

5)  Children’s talk:  One of the Club Matt teachers or a guest gives a short talk, similar to the 
Gospel Talk at the 9:30 a.m. Casual Service. 

6)  Prayer: Every session ends with a prayer together, related to the theme of the day. 
7)  At-home activities: Each week, the team sends a package of activity sheets that can be printed 

and used by the children at home. 

I’ve only been at St. Matthew’s a relatively short time and was just getting settled into the way 
things worked when the pandemic changed everything. I’m grateful for the team of dedicated 
teachers who have done a great job of planning and keeping the Club Matt program going.  I’m 
especially thankful for Dawn Mercer, who does a fantastic job creating lesson content for the 
classes each week.  

While we all look forward to the day that we can be together in-person and play with our friends 
again, Club Matt is staying connected and we are doing our best to help our children grow in faith.  
Please pray for happy learning and continued engagement as we move forward with this ‘new 
norm.’ 

Special thanks go to Deborah and Nancy Hurn for delivering frozen 
pizzas and packages with the scavenger hunt lists and Pictionary words to 
attendees ahead of the event. 

We look forward to doing Messy Church in person again when the 
situation allows, but this was a great time in community, and we look 
forward to doing it again and finding new activities to share. 



Pentecost 2020  18 

 

Our Youth are doing a great job trying to manage the challenges of Distance Learning, special 
events being cancelled and negotiating the new day-to-day. It isn’t always easy, but their 
responsibility and maturity continually impress! Our graduating grade 12 girls, Cassidy, Lauren 
and Jessica, are beginning to make acceptances for universities for next year, while some are 
waiting for those final offers to come in before making a decision. Your prayers for ways to mark 
high-school graduation during these times, and for a great start to university in the fall, are 
appreciated! Many of our youth are in grade 7 and we are hopeful that they will be able to enjoy a 
proper final year of elementary/junior school next year before starting high school. 

For Sunday programming, we have “paused” Youth Alpha during COVID-19. Leading up to May, 
our Sunday @ 1:30 p.m. meet-ups were about learning more about the Bible, discussing what 
Easter meant to us, and continuing to explore what our Youth Program can look like. In May, two 
exciting Sunday programs were launched: Guest Speakers and Youth Devotionals! We also are in 
the process this month of designing a St. Matt’s Youth Logo, which we will be excited to share 
with you. We are proud of our youth contributing to Sunday morning services as readers, which we 
now share with the younger children and members of the general congregation. You may also have 
seen youth helping in Club Matt Sunday mornings or making soup for Toronto Urban Native 
Ministries with family, and at the first ever Zoom Messy Church. 

We continue to welcome guest speakers, as you see in the weekly Matt’s Mail. On May 3, Emily 
Crump led us off and the youth really enjoyed getting to know her more, hearing about her faith 
and the effect St. Matt’s has had on her life. May 17, Rev. Stephen joined us in a great opportunity 
to have some focused time with the youth, which we were very excited about. 

Youth Devotionals is an idea that came from the youth themselves, who are keen to get to know 
each other better and learn about what faith looks like in each other’s lives. Vanessa, Lauren, and 
Jessica are already scheduled to lead our discussion times on upcoming Sundays by sharing a story 
or verse from the Bible and how it is important to them.   

We have been keeping in touch with good ol’fashioned phone calls, seeing each other in Zoom 
games of Dungeons and Dragons, and, with help from Colin and Ethan Hall, we tried to sort out a 
lot of different tech issues to play some Minecraft together.  Some of our youth, with Kimberly and 
Emily Crump, have been helping (as schoolwork allows) at the Christ Church St. James food bank 
(following COVID procedures, of course!).  

We appreciate your prayers for our youth as they grow in life and in faith, especially in these 
challenging times, and we look forward to sharing with you all that God is doing in our time 
together! 

Youth          Kimberly Butler 

At the food bank. Dungeons & Dragons! 
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“We love /give /share because God first loved us.” 
St. Matthew’s continues in its third year of the Diocese of Toronto’s Growing Healthy Stewards 
program. This coached program is a stewardship education program that does not leave personal 
stewardship to chance. Our stewardship is a part of how we live out our discipleship—essentially 
our call to be fully committed followers of Jesus Christ. As stewards, we commit to a life of 
generosity in all aspects of our lives with our generous giving of our Talents, Time and 
Treasures. The program spans a period of three years and its success is measured by fourteen best 
practises.   

Many thanks to all those who assisted in the preparation and distribution of the Joyful Giving 
Campaign Packages and special thanks to Marguerite Locke for spearheading the distribution. 

We are pleased to report that many folks have switched to the PAG method of giving. Thank you. 
Using this method of giving greatly assists the Wardens in managing the church's debts. 

Should you know of anyone who is now worshipping with us virtually, we would be happy to 
forward them our Welcome package. Please contact Karen Lee, karen@leeco.ca, who will 
arrange for distribution. Please invite them to join us for our virtual Coffee Hour following the 
10:00 am Sunday service. 

Should you have any questions about the Growing Healthy Stewards program or would like to 
become involved with the team, please contact Karen Lee, Sandra Wilson, Richard Farrar, Stuart 
Watt or Iain Shao. 

                                                           Let’s Keep Growing!                                              

Growing Healthy Stewards            Karen Lee 

Banners Project           Sandra Wilson

The two wall banners are coming along. When the rest 
are finished, hopefully by the end of June, we will need 
help sewing them all together. 

Sandra is also looking for two white or blue single 
sheets to sew on the back of the banners. She can pick 
them up. She can be reached at 905-624-3786. 

In the meantime, enjoy these photos of things to come. 

Pat Currie               Sally Mar n                        Ann Sim                           Sandra Wilson           Cassidy Thompson 

“Under Heaven”, 
quilted appliqué by  

Sandra Wilson  

“For Everything there is a Season” & “Under Heaven”  
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Growing in the Faith Together (GIFT) Groups      

Our New Sign Declares Hope to the Neighbourhood Every Day 

Touchless Clothing Drive 
Thank you for helping. 

Our touchless clothing drive on April 30 to provide warm clothing, 
sleeping bags, and tents for the Toronto Urban Native Ministry 
was very successful. Despite the rain, 25 donors participated, and 
Deborah Hurn, Nancy Hurn, and Marguerite Locke drove three 
carloads of warm clothing downtown to the Toronto Urban Native 
Ministry (TUNM). It was a great response in a short time-frame 
and very much appreciated by the TUNM staff. 

A second request for running shoes and sweat pants brought forth these donations as well. 

Well done, St. Matthew's! 
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With the last weeks of the program coinciding with the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic, we were 
forced to operate with special protocols for our last overnight, March 16-17. All the guests had 
their temperature taken by the nurse before they entered and the kitchen was closed down at  
7:00 p.m., with sandwiches provided to late arrivals. We put out the big tables and seated three per 
table. The tables were removed and sanitized after the meal and the mats were spread out over the 
entire floor area to provide adequate spacing. We used disposable plates and cutlery to keep the 
kitchen staff isolated. We played our customary movie. Then for breakfast, the guests received a 
hot breakfast sandwich to go and were sent with a large lunch and Tim Horton's gift cards.  

Unfortunately, we had to cancel the final two weeks. We made this decision after coordinating 
with The Interfaith Coalition to fight Homelessness, and Dixon Hall. 

The Interfaith Coalition, which is composed of many of the OOTC locations, sent a signed letter/
petition to the city to provide an emergency shelter with suitable standards and facilities to protect 
our guests.  When we heard that the request had been accepted by the task force and Mayor we 
were able to make these decisions to protect our guests and volunteers. 

Below is the text of the Letter we sent to the city: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are grateful to the Mayor and task force that they were able to act quickly to replace our 
capacity.  The guests now can stay at the same facility every night and minimize travel. This also 
protects our wonderful volunteers who have given so much to the program for so many years. 

We hope to re-open next season perhaps with modified protocols, but only time will tell.   

Out of the Cold             William Hampton 

"As you know we do not operate with shelter standards. Our guests are 
eating and sleeping in such close proximity that they are coughing and 
sneezing on each other. This season, these health risks were compounded 
because many of the OOTCs were running overcapacity. Most of the 
OOTCs do not have showers or sufficient toilets and sinks to allow guests 
to practice the hygiene protocols listed by Toronto Public Health. 

The forced nightly migration of our guests to the various OOTCs creates 
the opportunity for multiple exposures to COVID-19. It also creates 
difficulty in tracing those who have come in contact with a person infected 
with the virus.  

We have looked after our guests, who are your citizens, with the utmost of 
care and compassion for 32 years. During the COVID-19 pandemic when 
we are unable to do this, we are asking you to authorize the Red Cross to 
open a replacement shelter for 100 people that would have shelter 
standards, including 6 feet between mats or cots, sufficient toilets, sinks and 
showers, provide hot meals and remain open for the duration of the 
pandemic.  

This needs to be done immediately. Our guests are extremely vulnerable. 
Many of them are elderly and have pre-existing health conditions including 
respiratory illness." 



Pentecost 2020  22 

 

Property Report            William Hampton & Al Thompson 
Due to the pandemic, the facility is closed to all but essential business. Tom Travaglini is doing his 
daily routines and making sure the main systems are kept in working order during this period.  
Rev. Stephen has also been coming in daily to prepare his services on-line and keeping an eye on 
things. 

When things return to a more normal situation, we will be working on the following items: 

We will need to do some ceiling repairs and other paint touch-ups at the rectory due to roof leaks 
which have been now repaired. There may be some other small tasks required to get ready for the 
new occupants. 

We have had some difficulties with the washroom at the bottom of the elevator. The wall-mounted 
sink came off the wall. We have installed a new ADA (American Disabilities Act) compliant vanity 
which will be secure. There are minor cosmetic repairs that will be performed when possible. If 
anyone is willing to paint this washroom, please contact Stuart Watt or Karen Lee. 

There was also a need to revamp several door closers and lock sets, and replace the weather 
stripping on the exterior doors. A few of the door sets at the rectory needed replacing as well. We 
are now 100% compliant with fire code regulations and all locks are working properly. 

A number of light bulbs at the peak of the church and on the gym stage will need to be replaced. 
An electrical contractor will take care of these and some other minor items in the near future. 

We had been experiencing some minor leaks above the Narthex.   
A roofing company was contacted and the leaks have been repaired. 
Now that these repairs are complete, we can begin to do the interior 
repairs of the ceiling surfaces affected. 

As per Diocesan policy we were required to perform a full facility 
audit. We engaged the firm of Carson Dunlop, which has many 
years of experience dealing with the Diocese, and have received 
their report. The Wardens will review it and decide which items 
will need to be addressed. 

We look forward to another great year and will strive to improve 
the facility as much as possible. Feedback and volunteers are 
always welcome and appreciated. Although we don't know when 
the facility will re-open, we will do our best to make sure it is ready 
when the time comes.    

Let it Rain fixing our roof. 

Food Cupboard Update 
While the church building is closed and we are unable to serve people through the food cupboard 
program, we are ensuring that your donations are going to those who need assistance. We are 
methodically taking inventory and sending all food with expiration dates before September to the 
Food Bank.   
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Advertisements 

 
 

Would you like to see your ad here? 
Contact Marguerite Locke 

mdlocke@hotmail.com.  

mailto:mdlocke@hotmail.com
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3962 Bloor Street West,  Etobicoke, Ontario, M9B 1M3 
Email: office@saintmatts.ca     �     Tel: 416-231-4014     �     Website: www.saintmatts.ca 

StMatthewsAnglicanChurch saintmatts_islington  

Privacy Policy: St. Matthew's will not sell or distribute in any way the email address of any Parishioner.  
To be removed from the distribution list, please contact the Church at 416-231-4014 or office@saintmatts.ca. 

Pastoral Care: Pastoral visits can be offered over the phone, by email or via Zoom. Due to current pandemic 
restrictions, we cannot offer visits.  Please contact the office at 416-231-4014 or office@saintmatts.ca. 

Partners in Prayer: Should you desire prayer for yourself or for another person, please make details known to 
Bob Holloway at 416-253-4909 or rholloway@sympatico.ca. If necessary, the request can be transmitted 
through the church office. 

Cycle of Prayer: “Beloved, pray for us.” This is Paul’s way of asking the Thessalonians to pray for him (5:25) 
and it expresses the genuine need for believers to support one another through prayer. Each Sunday, we will be 
praying for individuals and families of St. Matthew’s in the Prayers of the People. Each week, a few names will 
be mentioned in our prayers and we will have the opportunity to support one another through prayer. Please 
take the time to remember these people during the week in your own prayers as well. If you do not wish to be 
included in our “Cycle of Prayer” please let the office know and we will be sure to keep your name off the list. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Prayer Shawls are provided to those who need the warmth and comfort of God and  
St. Matthew’s. If you would like a shawl for someone, please contact the office at 416-231-4014 or 
office@saintmatts.ca. If you are knitting shawls for this ministry, please contact the office to arrange to drop 
them off. 

The Rev. Stephen Blackmore, Rector 
416-231-3060 / stephen.blackmore@me.com 

 
The Rev. Gail Marshall, Deacon 

The Rev. Merv Mercer, Honorary Assistant 
The Rev. Milton Dorman, Honorary Assistant 

Kimberly Butler, Director, Youth Ministry 
Jeff Bonner, Family Ministry Associate 

Tyler Versluis, Music Director and Organist 
Laurie Bodley, Communications Coordinator 

Tom Travaglini, Sexton/Verger 
Lisa Tait, Parish Administrator 

June 2020 
 

Interim Priest: Reverend Merv Mercer 
 
 

Beginning July 2020 
 

Priest-in-charge: Reverend Philip Stonhouse 
 
 
 

Contact: 416-231-4014 

Our Online Schedule 
 

Monday-Wednesday-Friday 
12:00 Noon Renewal on YouTube 

 
Wednesdays on Zoom 

1:00 p.m. Open Discussion 
of Sunday Sermon 

 
Sundays on Zoom 
9:30 a.m. Club Matt  

10:00 a.m. Sunday Worship 
1:30 Youth 

Office Hours 
 
 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
9:30 - 3:30 

 
The office is operating remotely. 

Telephone and email messages will 
be checked and returned during 

office hours. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeTIBsRzvoz-zJcKv5nKb7g 

mailto:office@saintmatts.ca
http://www.saintmatts.ca
https://www.facebook.com/StMatthewsAnglicanChurch/
saintmatts_islington
mailto:office@saintmatts.ca
mailto:stephen.blackmore@me.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCeTIBsRzvoz-zJcKv5nKb7g

